het 
ity 


yald 


las 


| to remark upon what has taken place upon 


| my preceding Article, in page [293. 


‘obliging friend has, by letter, pointed out 


Teacher, requires that he should not be in 


year of this king’s reign, which provision 
mnas never been repealed. There is also, in 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 


Dissenters’ Brit. Before I proceed 
this subject since my last, I must notice 
an error of the press towards the close “4 
n 
speaking of the modern “ Sainés,”’ I ob- 
served, that their hostility to the Church 
was for the tythes, which they would exact 
as rigorously as the present clergy, and 
would deserve them, tf possible, still less. 
There was an omission here. | 1 meant, 
not the Clergy in general ; but, the wilful 
non-residents. WV ith respect to the law 
of Exemption from the -Militia, a very 


to me that provision in the Locat Miuitia 
Act, which, in order to secure ‘a licensed 


trade or in the pursuit of any other occupa- 
tion whereby to get his livelihood. 1 was not 
aware of these words in that Act; but,° 
they do not appear to me to nullify the 
exempting provision of the Act of the 19th 


the general Militia Act, passed in the 42nd 
year of this reign, a clause, from which 
ne would cenclude, that no man was to 
be exempted on account of being a Dis- 
nting Minister, unless he was actually 
iministering- to a separate congregation, 
neeting at a house licensed in the County, 
year before the operation of that Act ; 
that, according to that Act, no man 
an be exempted as a Dissenting Minister, 
less he be the Teacher at a fixed and 
parate congregation, and, further, unless 
Mat congregation meet in a building that 
as licensed a year before the month of Octo- 
Tr, 1802. According to this Act, then, 
| those meeting-houses, for which licenses 
ve been ed since the year 1401, 
an give no protection to their ministers. 
hat Act, if observed, takes away all ex- 
Mptions,.on account of the Militia, aris- 
from the‘offici at any new meet 


the Act of the 19th ye r of the ? 


the Toleration Acts, and, of course, all-who 
choose to-take the Oaths and subscribe 
the Declaration, are exempted from ser- 
vice in the Militia. It was not without 
some reason, then, that a law was proposed 
to make the present laws clear -in their 
meaning ; for, as they now stand, no man 
can know how to act in the execution of 
them; but, the proposed Act went farther 
than this. It gave a power to the Justices 
(and without any exception as.to Police 
Magistrates) to reject applications for /i- 
cences on the score of character; and, it was 
evident enough, that they would not con- 
sider a bad politician to be a good character. 
Hence the Act would have become an in- 
strument in the hands of the minister for 
the most mischievous purposes. It would 
have added to the enormous influence, which 
any minister, in the present state of things, 
is sute to possess ; and, if I am to jadge 
from the past, the modern “ Saints’ would 
have been as ready tools as any that any 
Minister has yet found. If any ong 
had been wanting of the truth of what I 
said, in my Jast, of the disposition of these 
people as to public liberty, they have, since 
that Article was written, furnished such 
proof in their RESOLUTIONS, which will 
be found in another part of this Number, 
and which, I venture to say, are a speci- 
men of subservience to power such as no 
man can find the equal of ——In these 
Resolutions they begin their Thanksgiving 
to Mr. Percevar. And for what? Why, 
for the polite attention that he gave to 
their representations, and for his not having 
given his support to the Bill. of our old Friend, 
Lord Sidmouth, late Mr. Henry Adding- 
ton, sometiine Prime Minister of the King 
of England; for kis not ha given his 
support to this Bill. So that, in the eyes of 
these people, it is a merit in a minister, and 
he is to be thanked by the people, for for- 
bearing to sensvwratte them ih a bad man~ . 
ner! These peopl 





athe Dasties hare been guided by | 
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ing viokated the Constitution in order to 
oppress them. | What should we thiak of 
a man, who, upon being passed quietly 
in the street by a stronger man, were 
to turn about and fall upon his knees 
and bless the strong man for his good- 
ness in not having kicked him or knocked 
him down? What should we say of this 
act? There is no mystery in this, 
however. There are, as I said in my 
last, some of the rankest jobbers in Eng- 
land amongst the modern “ Saints ;”’ and, 
upon this occasion, they have bad the 
address to get the Old Dissenters to join 
them, very much, as it will appear in the 
end, to the humiliation of the latter, who, 
lam persuaded, would never have passed 
this Vote of Thanks. There is nothing 
at all of a mixed character in this pro- 
ceeding. It is clearly an act of party 
politics. It is a measure adopted for the 
sole purpose of supporting the ministry ; 
and, as to the motive, it is of the same cha- 
racter as all the other of the motives 
whence such actions arise. There was, 
Iam informed, a stout opposition to this 
vote of thanks; there being, at least, 2 
to 3 against it; but the opponents con- 
sisted chiefly of the Old Dissenters, who 
are by no means so numerous as the 
** Saints.’’ These latter have always 
been amongst the foremost of the enemies 
of public liberty and of toleration toc, ex- 
cept as far as related to themselves. As 
I said before, they were the very loudest 
of all in the hypocritical cry of No 
Popery ; and the extent of their influence, 
in this respect, is hardly to be conceived. 
They are a jobbing crew. They are 
never to be trusted in matters of politics, 
as clearly appears from their conduct 
upon this occasion. They have. had 
the address to take in the Gld Dissenters, 
who would not have been affected at all 
by the proposed Act, or, at most, but 
very little indeed. They have no need of 
exemptions for any ministers who have 
not separate congregations ; they have no 
need of wandering licences ; they have no 
need of protections for ctinerant preachers ; 
titeir minister need be afraid of no test as 
to character or ability. Their ministers 
are, for the most part, men of considerable 
learning, and, amongst them, are some of 
the most learned mi most usefully learned 
men’ in the kingdom. Lord Sidmouth’s 
Act (if care had been taken to provide 
due precautions as to the Justices) would 
not have affected them at all. ‘I'he Act 
Was levelled against the ranting, foaming, 

















bellowing brotherhood, who, under the 
pretence of being inspired by the Holy 
Ghost, utter ravings that would disgrace 
a madhouse, and which ravings have not 
unfrequently the effect of producing mad. 
ness in their hearers, to say nothing of the 
evils that must necessarily arise from the 
notions they inculcate. —— It is nonsense 
to hope for any support to the cause of 
public liberty from these men or their 
followers. ‘hey will never do it any 
good. If the cause of freedom is to flou- 



























| 
rish,-it must be by the aid of lighi, not 
darkness. Besides, these people have 
shown their zntolerance in the case of the ; 
Catholics. The best way, in all political 4 
estimates, is to /set the majority of this 4 
sect down along with the old full-blooded f 
Anti-Jacobins;and then we are sure not A « 
to be deceived. They stood there before 
in my estimation ; but now after this Vole ps 
of Thanks to Mr. Percevat and the rest ol a 
the Ministry, there can be no doubt P 
about the matter, I think, in the mind of - 
any impartial man. - 2 
Mr. DrakarpD At page 1185 of this ° 
Volume, I made some remarks upon the - 
Affidavit of this gentleman and upon the So 
speech of his counsel, Mr. Brovenay, Pom 
when the former was brought up tobe | wi 
judged. I took the substance of the di 
Affidavit from the Courier news-paper, es 
because in that paper I found the fullest fj 
Report of the proceedings.——Mr. Dpa- th: 
KARD is, it would seem, angry with me for me 
the remarks I made, and he has sent me s all 
letter upon the subject as follows :—"- M,: 
“ you have thought proper, with the mea: Fr: 
«“ of correct information in your power,” pre 
“ give to the public a very incorrect # tior 
“ in some ts false account of the EX 
« substance ol my affidavit in mitigation lea 
“of punishment, recently filed in ! cis 


“ Court of King’s Bench, I demand s 
“ you, as a.maiter of right, an opportus 
“to disavow, in your paper, naaggaeee 
“ ments which, in it, have beev — 
“ perly attributed tome. This I sae . 
«« —and I appeal from your manep ish 
tations to the affidavit itself, as pe” be 
« in the. Stamford News of Friday May : 
“ 17th—also to observations 0B boat 
“tack, published in that print on’ 
“ May the 24th.”’——Tois the : i 
of his letter, except that be refers oe 
other publications, in which his affidar 
been published, and which can ithe 
| consequence in. this case 5 for, vi 
covies of the affidavit are, doudii™ 
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same, one reference appears to be quite 
sufficient. ——In what way, then, is it, that 
I have mis-stated this affidavit ?—Be it re- 
membered, that I professed to give no 
more than the substance of it. But, how 
have I done it wrong? This gentleman 
seems to imagine, that I must necessarily 
have read the affidavit now at any rate. 
Ihave ; but it does not follow that I muse 
have read it. I have, however, and how 
have I misrepresented it? ‘There is only 
one point in which it is, or can_ be, pre- 
tended, that I have misrepresented it ; and 
that is the point relating to the contest 
between Sir Francis Burpetr and the 
House or Commons upon the question of 
privilege. The statement which I copied 
from the Cosnriger represented Mr. Dra- 
KarD as having said, in his affidavit, that 
“upon the question of Parliamentary Pri- 
“ vilege, although he admired the prin- 
“ciples and conduct of Sir Francis Bur- 
“dett, he yet took that part, which, at 
“ that time, was unpopular, and left himself 
“ open to the fury of the MOB.”’-—This was 
the representation of the Courier. And, 
in what was it “ éncorrect;’’ in what was it 
“« false? S@Why the word “ MOB” was 
not in the affidavit. Well, then, the word 
mob ought not to have been in the abbre- 
viation of it, perhaps; but, what great 
difference is there inthe word mod and the 
word populace, used in such a case? Nay, 
if it had been the word “ genélemen,’’ fades # 
that have mended the matter much? A 
mere word, in such a case, is nothing at 
all. This was what the affidavit said: that 
Mr. Drakarp, though an admirer of Sir 
Francis Burdett’s conduct in gereral, ex- 


pressed his dissent from him on the ques- 
. tion of Parliamentary Privilege, and hereby 
' EXPOSED himself to the displeasure, at 


least, of those who thought with Sir Fran- 
Cis upon that subject. What signifies it 
what the words were? It is of no conse- 
quence what he called the people. That 
Was not the important point ; for, by say- 
ing that he exposed himself, he necessarily 
designated the Burpettires in a way 
much more strong than any mere name 
could have done it. But, since he 
makes so much of this, let us see what in- 
terpretation the Attorney General gave to 
his words: “ Your lordships,” said he, 
“ have not to decide-whether he has acted 
“ laudably or otherwise it exposing himself 
“ to the summary justice of the MOB, by not 
“ taking the popular side on another ques- 
“ tion.” This, then, was his interpre- 
tation of the plea in mitigation. So that, 
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at worst, the Courter only pus into one 
word what the affidavit put into a circum- 
locution.—-—But, the truth is, that it 
was not of the word MOB that I found 
fault so much as with the sentiment and the 
occasion of stating it. The question of Pri- 
vilege was to be before that same courtin 
a few days; and, besides that, was I not to 
find fault with a writer, who spoke in com- 
mendation of a power of sending a man to 


jail during pleasure, without any oath made 


against him, and without any ¢rial, from 
first to last? Mr. Drakarp took the part 
opposite to Sir Francis Burdett. Then he 
must have been for this power of tmprison- 
ment; and, if he was, and is, of opinion, 
that such a power ought to exist in England, 
he must, as I said, be very happy,in his 
present situation, seeing that he has not 
been imprisoned, ’till after a pleading, 
and a trial, and after a hearing and an afh- 
davit besides. Mr. Gate Jones was sent 
to jail without any of these ; and, if it was 
a proper thing to send him to jail, or, if it 
was proper for a power of so sending any 
man, woman or child, to exist, if Mr. 
Drakarp entertained a conviction of the 
propriety of such a power, then, I said, and 
I still say, much good may it do him! And, 
why is “ angry? He has published, in 
his paper, which he refers to, observations 
on what I said upon the occasion here re- 
ferred to. In those observations he abuses 
me. I expected he would; but that was 
not to deter me from doing my duty. His 
abuse of me will not eflace the senti- 
ments of his affidavit. Abuse is no an- 
swer to any body. It is no answer to 
bare assertions, much less to arguments 
and facts. Let us now take a look at 
what Jupce Grose is reported to have 
said in passing sentence upon Mr. Dra- 
KARD; and see whether the substance of 
the affidavit did not appear to the Court 
in the-same light as it did to the reporter 
of the Courier. « Mr. Justice Grose 
“ proceeded to pronounce the sentence of 
«“ the Court on the Defendant in this case. 
« He was brought up to receive the Judg- 
“mentof the Court for a Libel, as plain 
“and clear as could well be imagined; 
« going, as it did, to impute to the mili- 
“tary system of the country, improper 
« and cruel methods of punishment, there- 
“by to excite disaffection and disgust 
“among those already engaged in the 
service of the army, and such a horror 
“ of its barbarity, as would prevent others 
“from embarking in it. The Court had 
« heard and read his affidavit with surprise, 
2X2 
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“ seeing that in it the Defendant professed 
‘¢ to hold in admiration the Bratish Comstitu- 

“ tion, and to regard it as affording bless- 

“ings whieh no other nation enjoyed. 

«« Such sentiments seemed utterly tncon- 

“ sistent with the tenor of the libel in ques- 

“tion. The defendant secmed to think that 

“ the fact of his having in other parts of his 

“ publication, held up the Ruler of France to 

“ execration und horror, should operate as 

“an excuse for him on the present occa- 
“sion. The Court could not allow, how- 

“ ever, that it should serve as a mitigation 
“of a Libel against any part of the Go- 
“vernment of this Country, that the au- 

« thor of it had libelled the enemy also. In 
‘‘the circumstances of the case the sen- 
“tence of the Court was, that the Defend- 
“ant do pay a fine of 2001. to the King, 
“ be imprisoned in the Castle of Lincoln 
“ for 18 months, and at the expiry of that 
“ period, do enter into recognizances to 
“ keep the peace for 3 years, himself in 
 400/1. and two sureties in 2001. each, and 
“be afterwards imprisoned till such fine 
* be paid and sureties found.”’——This re- 
port is taken from the Morninc Curont- 
ceLE of the 23th instant; and, to avoid, if 
possible, the charge of misrepresentation 
now, I will take the report from the Twes 
of the same day.——* The defendant now 
“received the judgment of the Court for 
* the libel in the Stamford News, on the 
* subject of military punishment by flog- 
*‘ ging. Mr. Justice Grose, in passing it, 
“‘ observed, that few publications were 
*« calculated to do more mischief than that 
“« of which the defendant bad been found 
“ guilty as a libel, by discouraging the re- 


= 


“those who had entered the service dis- 
“* satisfied with their situations. The Court 
“had read with surprize the defendant’s affi- 
“ davit in mitigation of punishment, in 
‘which be swore that he was grateful to 
* the Constitution under which he lived, and 
** aware that upon the preservation of it 
« depended all the blessings he enjoyed. 
“ These feelings were wholly inconsistent 
“with the present libel. The defendant 


«the Court an instance in which he had 
“ sided against the populur feeling, he should 
“be in some degree pardoned on the pre- 
** sent occasion, That was not so. The 
“Court taking all the cireumstances of 
“ the defendant’s case into their eonsider- 
“ation, did order and adjadge, that for his 
“offence, he should pay te the King a fine 
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« jesty’s gaol of Lincola for the space of 
“ 18 calendar months, and find security 
“for his good behaviour for three years 
“ afterwards, himself in 400l. and two 
“ sureties in 200/. each.”’——Is it not 
clear, then, that Mr. Drakarp did make a 
mertt of having sided with the House of 
Commons against Sir Francis Burdett? Is 
it not clear, that he expécted this to weigh 
in his favour upon the present occasion? 
Can there be a doubt, that, by telling the 
Judges, that he had sided against Sir 
Francis Burdett upon the great question of 
privilege, he hoped and expected to lighten 
his punishment? No: there is no man 
can doubt this.—— But, at any rate, we 
see, thatthis had not much effect, any more 
than the attacks upon the Emperor of France, 
which Jupce Grose did, we see, call “ li 
« Belling the enemy.” So 1 called it long 
ago; and most solemnly promised, that | 
never would say any thing of the Emperor 
Napoleon, which (if 1 had euth on my 
side) I was not allowed to say of the King 
of England or of any of his ministers. | 
expressed my surprise, that Mr. Drakaro 
should make a merit of abusing Napo:con, 


| and that, too, in the very same coult, 


where Mr. Perrier had been tried and 
convicted of the crime of having abused 
him. Our writers will bear in mind, then, 
that there is such a thing as “ débelling ine 
“enemy.” The Moxninc Post and the 
Courier will do well to bear this in mind. 
Nobody appears to have belaboured the 
Emperor in better style than Mr. Dpakato. 
The Afiidavit contained some passg* 
that would not hawe disgraced the want 
Post; but, as JupGE Guose observed, 
writer was not to rab off bis sins agent 
this government, by holding Buon py” 


up to “ execration atid horror.” eer 
kard appears to have thought, that } 


an inst 8 
laying up a stock of good works aga! 
dey of judgment ; but, alas! he ve e 
ceived as to the nature of those WO! ae 
wish he had thought a fiutle —o : 
this matter, before he brought - ae 
davit forward. If he had re ae 
upon what he was about, I ae to oueh 
he never would have put his han om 
an affidavit. ——I shall] notce ries 
circumstance, relating to this milic poist 
eause it is of importance in @ pwr” i. 
of view. Mr. DraKan, 10 A all sorts 
of his paper to which be refers, oy politic 
of insinuations and changes against 
views and swishes.——This of Hel Pn 
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or two made upon his conduct; and he 
shows, that he would, if he could, annihilate 
the man, who has made these remarks. 
He could bite his own tongue off for hav- 
ing made the affidavit; for having put 
forward, in mitigation, his abuse of Buo- 
naparté and his hostility to the great 
cause of Sir Francis Burdett; but, he 
could freely kill me for having posted up 
the thing to the public. This is the real 
truth of the matter. His paper has been, 
and, I hope, will still be, a very useful one 
indeed. If there was such a paper in 
every county, it would be a great benefit 


to the nation; but, it does not follow 


thence, that the proprietor of it is never 
to be found fault with. I am not at all 
angry with him for his abuse of me, foul 
and unmerited as it is. I am used to 
abuse. Every one that takes pen in hand 
seems to think that he has a right to try 
upon me his talent at abuse. I am a 
sort of target for the political marks- 
men; and, if it affords them any satis- 
faction, 1 am sure I need not grum- 
bie, seeing that 1 have uniformly found 
their attacks to be attended with ad- 
vantage. It is, besides, what I have 
a right to expect; and that man, 
who speaks wholesome truths, must be a 
fool not to lay his account with it. 
Mr. Drakarp seems, from the article in 
his paper, to be outrageously angry with 
me for what he deems an evidence of my 
rebellious spirit, evinced, as he thinks, in 
the sentiments that he ascribes to me re- 
lative to the decision of juries. ——I had 
smiled at his having hired a lawyer to say 
that his “ INTENTION was highly cri- 
“ minal.”’———W hereupon he bursts forth 
against me in a great rage, and exclaims: 
“ What! when juries acquit, you cry 
“ trial by jury for ever! But, when they 
“ find guilty, you cry no trial by jury!’ —— 
Really, 1 said no such thing. Really, I 
did not say, or insinuate, that the jury 
had done wrong in finding him guilty. 
I only said, that, if 1 had wished the 
Judges to be told that my “ INTEN- 
“ TION was highly criminal,’ I would not 

ve given aman a fee to tell them so; 
i would have left it tothe Attorney Gene- 
ral, who, at any rate, would have taken 
ho money from me for the trouble of tell- 
ing these who were to judge me, that my 
“ intention was highly criminal.” This was 
what I said, aod not a word about the ver- 
dict against him being wrong. Every 
man must know his own heart best; men 
Generally instruct their counsel what to 












| say; and, as Mr. Broucnamdid so exe 

plicitly acknowledge that Mr. Drakarp’s 
‘« intention was highly criminal,’ it would 
have been the height of presumption 
in me to pretend to dispute the tact; 
which, indeed, I did not venture to do, my 
remark being merely of an economical 
turn, and containing an opinion, that by 
leaving the thing to be said by the Attor- 
ney General, some expeace might have 
been saved. But, laying aside, for the 
present, the particular case of Mr. Dra- 
KARD, I cannot subseribe to the doctrine, 
that juries can never do wrong. Mr. Dra- 
KAKD should bear in mind, that Jerrerirs 
and Scroces and their associates, in former 
times, did not work without JURIES., 
He should bear in mind, that Russet and 
SIDNEY were not murdered without the 
assistance of Juries. Not such Juries, he 
willsay, as the Jury that found him guiltye 
No, no. Iam aware of that as well as he 
is. His was an upright jury, he will say; 
and, | am sure 1 am not at all disposed to 
contradict him. But, then, he should not 
generalize. He should not talk of juries 
in a Way to cause It to be believed, that 
there mver was and never can be a corrupt 
and wicked jury ; because, if this be as- 
sented to, then we must say, that Kussel 
and Sidney were proved to be traitors; 
that the verdict against them was just; 
that they deserved their fate; and that 
the two acts by which their attainder was 
taken off are full of lies and calumny 
against their judges and their jurors. 
With these remarks, I shall take leave of 
Mr. Draxkarp’s ease, very sincerely wish 
ing him health, and if-it affords him any 
gratification to continue his abuse of me, 
I would by no means wish to deprive him 
of it; only, I beg him to bear in mind, 
that to abuse Buonaparté is not a sure way 
of laying up a stock of good works as ma 
terials for atonement. 








PorTUGAL. Victory or ALmEspa. 
The Extraordinary Gazette, giving 
an account of this Victory, will be found 
in another part of the present Number. 
But, after having very carefully read it, I 
certainly should not have.thought 1 had 
been reading about a Victory, if I had not 
been told, that the Park and Tower Gung 
were fired, and the Lord Wellesley’s House 
and Gurdens were illuminated.——From the 
accounts, at first received, one would have 
expected, to: hear of the speedy evacuation 
of Spain by the French. The news came 
first from Bristol; aad on the 25th, the 
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venal prints published the following arti- 
cle: “ Three Telegraphic Messages yes- 
“terday from Plymouth confirmed the 
“ GLORIOUS intelligence brought to 
“ Bristol from Oporto. As some of our 
“‘ readers may not have received the Paper 
“ that contained them, we re-publish them 
“ to-day : 
‘¢ THE FIRST MESSAGE WAS; 
«< « The news from Oporto via Bristol con- 
se ¢¢ firmed.” 
“« THE SECOND MESSAGE: 
«66 The Enemy lost 7,000—we 1,940.” 
“THE THIRD MESSAGE: 

« « Lord WEuincton kept the field, and 
¢ « Massena had 
“The remainder of the communication 
“was interrupted by @ fog which pre- 
“vented one of the intermediate tele- 
“‘ graphic stations from distinguishing the 
“signals of that immediately below it. 
“ But this morning it was ascertained, that 





“the Message was, Massena had retreated. 


“© still further.” This was the news that 
went forth over the kingdom by the mail 
of last Saturday night. Would not the 
nation be less deceived if it had no press at all ? 
Would it not be better that the press should 
be wholly silent, than that it should deal 
fearlessly in such atrocious falshoods, while 
truth circulated through it may be a crime ? 
When the reader has examined the 
Gazette Extraordinary, he will see how 
the above intelligence has been verified ; 
he will see no account of 7,000 lost by 
the enemy ; no, nor of five hundred; he 
will see, that our army was attacked by 
the enemy ; that there was a long and 
destructive though not a general battle ; 
that we lost a great many officers and 
men, in killed and wounded; and, that 
we also had some hundreds MISSING. 
We are told, in the dispatch of Lord 
Talavera, that « the enemy’s loss has also 
“ been great; and they left 400 killed in 
“‘the village of Fuentes de Honor, and 
“‘we have many prisoners.” Many pri 
sonets! Why not send home an account 
of them? There was quite time enough 
for it; because we see that there was time 
to get complete returns of the state of all 
the corps in our own army. Prisoners are 
taken by the tale. - They may be counted 
@s quickly as we count a flock of sheep 
or drove of oxen. It would not have 
taken a quarter of an hour to count ten 
thousand prisoners. Every Brigade, or 
Corps, would, of course, send in their re- 


tutn of prisoners along with their return 
ef hilled « wotniied,* abl: MISSING ; and, 














really, it does appear somewhat odd, that 
we should not have had an account of 
these prisoners. They are many, we are 
told; but, surely, not too many to be 
counted : not innumerable to be sure ! Oh, 
poh ! they might have been counted some 
how or other, unless indeed they were so 
numerous as to require all our people to 
stand sentinel round them. There may 
be something in that; but, then, we find 
that our people found time to count their 
own killed, wounding, and missing — 
Lord Liverroot, in his Jetter to the Lord 
Mayor, says : “* The enemy’s loss appears 


“to have been very great, in killed, 


“ wounded, and prisoners, but no return has 
‘* been transmitied of the exact amount.” 
His Lordship did not give any reason for 
this; and, I believe, it will be very difil 
cult to assign any reason that is flattering 
to the public wishes. ——There is no such 
thing as telling how the affair took place; 
but, it does appear, that our army fel! 
back at first. ‘ Flung back its flank,’ per- 
haps, or “ took up a new position.” But, 
certainly, it did move backwards alter the 
attack began. I do not say, that it was 
beaten back, or driven back. These ae 
phrases which are applicable exclusively 
tothe French. But, they moved backwards, 
and that, too, after the French began to 
move forwards, This is very clear trom 
the letter of the Lord Marshal, who says, 
that, before the attack, the allied army bed 
been cantoned along the river Duas Casas, 
This is when he is describing the state of 
things previous to the attack. And, . 
speaking of the first hostile saggy . 
the enemy, he says, the enemy, 00 ‘ 
3rd, in the morning, continued their “en 
towards the. Duas Casas. After af : 
spoken of the battle, or of the oe - 
tacks, rather ; he, in his sbort letter 0 ber 
10th of May, says, that his army W’ bis 
« 19-morrow on the Duas Casas, geet 
a clear proof, that they had gone if 
from the Duas Casas after the advance ; 
the enemy. —— Whatever boasting 
gun-firing and illuminating — rd 
been at home, I must say, that the !e oh 
Talavera is not a bragging one. | ese 
is low: much lower than any that f the 
seen from him before. He ies “ ape- 
great force of the caper Ba 7 a wal} 
riority in cavalry; of his ome the 
and, in short, the tone of a a el 
most judicious that can possibly © |, 
the result be what it may- ewer by 
that result we are, howevel, | uy 
our venal prints, * that there 18- 
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at all. I have great doubts; and so 
will the reader, if he has courage enough 
to look the truth in the face, and is 
independent enough only to think, I do 
not say to speak, for that is rarely in- 
deed to be met with, and will be so as 
long as the Pitr system predominates ; 
_ but, if he has courage enough to ¢hink for 
himself, he will have very great doubis as 
- tothe result of the campaign.——lIt is only 
' a month ago that we were thanking, or 
' that the parliament were thanking, Lord 
' Talavera and his army for having delivered 
' Portugal of the French. Nothing was 
then talked of but the total evacuation of 
the Peninsula; Massena’s army was said 
_ to be put hors-de combat, that is, that it was 
destroyed, or rendered useless; and even 
| the minister, yea the prime minister, talk- 
ed with exultatios of the confusion into 
_which the Emperor must be thrown by 
> the news of the defeat and overthrow and 
| disgrace and annihilation of his army in 
Portugal; and, he even speculated upon 
the effects, which that event would pro- 
duce upon other nations, in the way of ez- 
ample; contenting himself with barely 
_ hinting at the effects, which it might pro- 
duce in France. And, after all this, do 
we see this same army, this run-away, 
humbled, disgraced, shattered, overthrown, 
annihilated army; do we see this same 
identical army come and attack the con- 
querors? Do we see this run-away army 
come and assail their pursuers, make dread- 
ful havock amongst them, and carry off 
some hundreds of them prisoners, including 7 
officers, one of whom a Lieutenant Colonel ? 
~——The public will now believe, perhaps, 
that I was not altogether a madman, when 
1 was answering the speech of Mr. Pence- 
VAL, and expressing my wonder and regret 
‘to see Mr. WuitsreaD hastening to make 
atonement for not having been present to 
oin in the vote of thanks to Lord Talavera 
for having delivered Portugal.——If the 
people are deceived any longer it is not 
he Lord Marshal’s fault, 1 must say ; for 
his letter, from the beginning to the end, 
48in a tone not to excite great expecta- 
ions. He tells us of the difficulties and 
he has tomeet. He does not bid us 
be confident; and, I should not at all won- 
ver to hear, that he found it necessary to 
Hing back his flank, or to take up’ a new 
Position, or something of that sort ; Yor, he 
38 now at a distance from his supplics. He 
: Apes in nee ss pee aid from. 
us shipping. He must, I suppose, bri 
very thing he gets from a great distance; 
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for the country at his back has been ex- 
hausted and laid waste; and, in the coun- 
try in front of him are Massena and his ar- 
my. Whence, then, is he to bring provisions 
and all the various things necessary for his 
army? Massena has retired to a country 
that has not been so completely devastat- 
ed. He has something, at any rate, in 
his rear. Our Commander can have but 
very little indeed ; and, of course, the 
longer he remains where he is, the less able 
will he be to cope with the enemy. 
This state of things was to be foreseen, I 
think, from the beginning of the retreat 
of the French, unless, indeed, the French 
army had been beaten at some stage or 
other of the retreat. In that case, our 
army would have been in no danger. It 
might have separated in quest of provisions. 
Now it cannot. It must remain together ; 
and, the necessity of remaining together 
and of being continually ready for battle 
will prevent it from obtaining supplies ; 
and will, in all human probability, compel 
it to Move toa new position in its rear. 
I am aware that to give such an opinion is 
not the ready way to gain believe or 
praise; but it being my real opinion, I 
should be a political cheat if I did not ex- 
press it. If I were to express my wishes, I 
should say that I certainly wish for the 
good of England; but wishes and expec- 
tations are very different. I may wish for fair 
weather, but, at the same time, may expect ib 
to rain; and, should I not be a fool to affect 
to expect it to be fair merely because I 
wished it? Yet, without any better reason 
than this do thousands and hundreds of 
thousands of people now expect to hear, 
packet after packet, that Spain and Por. 
tugal are wholly evacuated by the enemy. 
Almeida is now expected to fall. 
Suppose it does ? does that determine any 
thing ? It was taken from us last year anil 
in less time than it will be taken now. We 
did not look upon the fall of it as being 
rvery decisive. But mark! We saw 
it fall without marching to its aid. The 
French have, it seems, marched to its 
aid, and pretty dearly has the investment 
of it cost us. The French, it seems, 
though they have taken some of our army 
prisoners and carried them off, have re- 
treated; that is to say, they have gone 
back to the place whence they marched 
to the attack, But, suppose they had 
gone quite away, and had been pursued 
by our army? What, then ? Did not we 
away from Busago and did they not fol- 
us, and did we not, nevertheless, claim 
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a victory, and fire the Park and Tower guns? 
-——/nshort, upon a calm and dispassionate 
view of the situation of affairs in Portugal, 
the least I can look forward to is another 
long and harrassing and destructive cam- 
paign, which appears to be now only be- 
ginning. ‘The expence of maintaining 
an army on the frontiers of Portugal must 
now be enormous, especially if it be com- 
pelled to keep together. This alone seems 
to me to be worth tne employment of a 
considerable French army, which costs 
#rance nothing at all; and, if any mishap 
should, at such a distance from Lisbon, 
or from the sea, befal] our army, there is 
no foreseeing what may be the conse- 
quence.—-— Such is my view of this mat- 
ter; if I am right, what I have said may, 
in some, tend to prepare the minds of my 
readers for untoward events, and, if I am 
wrong, my error cannot possibly do any 
mischief. As I am sending this off to 
the press, | perceive, that there is, to use 
the words of the Times news-paper, intel- 
ligence of “another glorious victory,’ 
under Marshal Beresford. I hope will 
not turn out to be “ another ;” for, really, 
to talk of victories that bring us nothing 
but filled, wounded, and missing, is quite dis- 
gusting. 








FLoccine Soipiers. This subject, 
particularly as far as relates to the Locat 
Mititta, is now taken up in the proper 
place, and it is in proper hands; those of 
Sir Francis Burpert, who, having laid 
his hand to the plough will not look back. 
——I will here insert the short report that 
is given of what passed upon the subject, 
in the House of Commons, on Saturday, 
the 25th instant, as I find it in the Morn- 
ING CHronictE.——-“ Str Francis Bur- 
““DETT rose to call the attention of the 
‘* House to a subject upon which he meant 
“to make a motion, but which he would 
** not now press, if it was the sense of the 
“louse that it ought to be postponed. 
“« He held in his hand a written statement 
‘from a respectable Gentleman at Liver- 
“ or upon the authenticity of which he 
“* had every reason to place reliance, and 
“ which with the permission of the House 
“‘ he would read.—The letter stated, that 
“during the period on which the local 
** militia was recently cabled out at Liver- 
“pool, a private of the 8th company in 
“the regiment, named Taylor, had writ- 
“ten a song respecting the service of the 
* focal militia, the circumstances of their 
“* treatment en duty, and the bread served 
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out to them while embodied. This son 
he had sung amongst his comrades, and 
afterwards sent the manuscript to a 
printer’s to have-a number struck off 
The printer, however, before he pub. 
lished, thought it necessary to submit a 
copy for the perusal of Colonel Ear, 
commander of the regiment, to which 
Taylor consented ; and so soon as Col, 
Earl had perused it, he gave orders for 
the arrest and confinement of Taylor, in 
order to his being brought to a Court. 
martial. In two hours he was brought 
before the Court fortrial, upon the charge 
of publishing this song, alleged to bean 
injurious reflection upon the regiment 
and its service, and he was remanded to 
confinement with the allowance of an 
hour to prepare for hisdefence. Atthe 
end of which time he was again brought 
up, when he avowed having written the 
song, but denied any criminal intention, 
and he produced several witnesses to 
character. He was, however, found 
guilty, and sentenced to receive 200 
lashes. He requested to be furnished 
with acopy of the minutes of the pro- 
ceedings against him, but this was re- 
fused ; and in two hours afterwards he 
was marched under a guard to the pa- 
rade, where the regiment was drawn up. 
He was tied up to the halberts, and re 
ceived 50 lashes, but the remainder were 
remitted by Col. Karl. The letter adds, 
that the writer means not to attach any 
censure upon the conduct of Col. Earl, 
whom it states to be an humane man, 
and says, that many Members of the 
Court-martial were anxious to aq! 
the man, but could not, upon the evr 
dence against him, It stated, also, we 
Taylor is a person of most ne 
character, in reputable life, bemg C0 
to the Society of Lighter and oo 
Owners in Liverpool ; that he 1s a ™ 
of good moral character, and of educe 
tion and mind much superior to his sta 
tion. The letter concluded with sees 
ing the Hon. Bart. to bring the subject “8 
fore Parliament, and, if possible, to ere 
a stop to be put to a species of a m3 
ment so calculated to excite dis 
The Hon. Baronet then as ‘ the 
a ey eet noeging, which ved 2! 
punishment of flogging, W% the Bre 
were crept unaccountably into’ 
: : : abhorre 
tish service, as one which was i 38 
. as we 
to every feeling of humanity disgrac? 
and was O orvic® 
and a reproach to the military 
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| & of this country. He concluded by mov- 
_ « ing for that which Taylor was unable to 
‘obtain, namely, a copy of the Minutes 
«of the Court-martial. Tue CHANCEL- 


- 





«tor oF THE ExeseQuer observed, that | 


'« ona Saterday, and in so thin a House, 
'« it was not usual to expect motions of 
« such importance as to call for discussion. 
'« Before, however, he could consent to 
«the motion, he should wish a fuller 
-« House, and some opportunity for in- 
«“quiry. He therefore hoped the Hon. 
“ Baronet would have no objection to post- 
“pone his motion. After some conversa- 
“tion the motion was postponed until 
« Thursday se’nnight.”’ ‘This subject is 
Sof much more importance. than are the 
battles in Spain and Portugal. {t did not 
seem, one would have thought, to require 
avery full House, or much consideration, 
to vote for the production of the proceed- 
‘ings of the Court Martial. The same was 
dene last session by the same member, 
) and the consequences, in the case of Jef- 
ery, are well known. I do not mean to 
insinuate, that there is, on the part of the 
inistry, any intention or wish, to smo- 
ther the proposed inquiry; but, certainly, 
the sooner it is gone into the better; and 
the more full and solemn the discussion 
ithe more advantageous will be the effects. 
I am very glad to see the thing en- 
tered on with such temper. Why it should 
reate heat in any party, I know not; but, 
certainiy it Aas had that effect, in most 
ases, hitherto. Now, however, we shall, 
trust, hear it soberly, coolly, and man- 
ully discussed. The House of Commons 
rote the money to pay the soldiers; it is 
here where the laws originate for the 
poverning of them; and surely, it ts 
here, where inquiries ought to be made 
nlo the treatment of them ; for, I think, no 
ne will any longer have the impudence 
assert, that “ the soldier*is out of the pale 
‘ of the Constitution.” 



























W™. COBBETT. 
State Prison, Newgate, ‘Tuesday, 
May 28, 1811. 





PROTESTANT DISSENTERS. 


At a General Meeting of Protestant Dis- 
enters, and other Friends to Religious Li- 
erty, at the London Tavern, Bishopsgate- 
treet, on Friday, May 24, 1811, convened 
© receive the Report of the Commitiee 
Ppointed at a former Meeting, to prevent 
»Y every tegitimate effort the successful 

press of a Bill introduced into Parlia- 
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ment by Viscount Sidmouth, relating to 
the Acts for Religious Toleration ; 


Samvet Miits, Esq. in the Chair : 


The Committee reported, That by great 
exertions, aided by the generous senti- 
ments which were universally excited, 
they had obtained in 48 hours 336 Peti- 
tions from various Congregations within 
120 miles of the metropolis, signed only 
by Males exceeding 16 years of age, (ex- 
clusive of many Petitions that have been 
subsequently received) that those Petitions 
had been presented to the House of Lords 
on Tuesday ; and that in consequence of 
the number and respectability of the Pe- 
titioners, of the attention of his Majesty’s 
Government, and of the assistance of many 
liberal-minded Peers, the motion that the 
Bill should be read for the second time 
was negatived without a division, and the 
Bill was consequently rejected. 

Resolved, 

1. ‘That the Reportof the Committee is 
highly satisfactory to this Meeting ; that, 
loving religion, liberty, and their native 
land, they rejoice at the speedy rejection 
of a Bill which would have limited the 
diffusion of rehgious light, have enfeebled 
the energy of freedom, and by producing 
internal dissentions have inflicted upon 
their country a dangerous wound: and 
that they particularly rejoice that this ef- 
fect has resulted from the zea! displayed 
by the friends to Religious Liberty of 
every denomination, and that complete 
success has conferred on their labours an 
adequate reward. 

2. That this Meeting congratulate Mi- 
nisters and other friends resident in every 
part of the empire, on this memorable re- 
sult, on the just displeasure they have mas 
nifested at the first effort of reviving into- 
lerance, on their consequent attention to 
the recommendations of the former Meet- 
ing, on their liberal promises of pecuniary 
aid, and on the pledges they have given 
of their determination to resist any en- 
croachments on the Acts of Toleration, 
and every future attempt to restrict useful 
and pious teachers from disseminating 
Christian principles, and thereby promot- 
ing the salvation of men. 

3. That auxieous to vindicate Protestant 
Dissenters from the unmerited imputation 
of having acted with insincerity or from 
caprice, this Meeting declare that all 
d to have occurred 
individual Dissenters and the 
Framer of the Bill, were unauthorized by 
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any body of Protestant Dissenters; and 
that any favourable opinions of the mea- 
sure which such persons might avow have 
never obtained the sanction of genera! ap- 
probation. ; 

4. That the inconveniencies which have 
long resulted from the want of union and 
co-operation among Protestant Dissenters 
for the protection of their Religious Rights, 
the necessity which has been demonstrated 
for the appointment of persons authorized 
vigilantly to watch against innovation on 
their privileges, as well as the constructions 
that have been put on the Acts of Tolera- 
tion; the assumption by Magistrates of 
judicia] authority in the execution of some 
of the provisions of those Acts, as to which 
their power is only ministerial; the recent 
violent outrages which have been commit- 
ted against their Meeting houses and 
Preachers, in Suffolk and Kent; and the 
harsh revival of the intolerant provisions 
of the Conventicle Act in Berkshire, 
against persons guilty only of assembling 
to pray to God, induce this Meeting to 
recommend that a Society be formed of 
the Ministers of Congregations of Protest- 
ant Dissenters, and of other persons as- 
sembling under the Act of ‘Toleration 
throughout. England and Wales, to defend 
themselves against these. evils, and that 
any balance of monies which-the Com- 
mittee appointed by the former Meeting, 
may eventually retain, be applied by them 
towards the formation; and for the pur- 
poses of such society. 

5. That the same Committee be re- 
quested to prepare the plan of such so- 
ciety ; to invite the concurrence of every 
congregation assembling under the Acts 
of Toleration; and to carry any plan they 
may deem eligible into immediate effect. 

6. That, as expences have been una- 
voidably incurred to an amount certain! 
great, although unascertained, all Gentle- 
men present at this Meeting be requested 
to subscribe such sums as their liberality 
may suggest; and that all congregations 
be requested to transmit their collective 
contributions, or individual assistance, to 
the Treasurer, Robert Steven, Esq. at 101, 
Upper Thames-street, or at the London 
Tavern, Bishopsgate-street; or New Lon- 
don Tavern, Cheapstde ; or to Sir James 
Esdaile and Co. and Messrs. Robarts, Cur- 
tis, and Co. Lombard-street; and Messrs, 
Down, Thornton, and Free, Bartholomew. 
lane, without any avoidable delay; and 
that the Committee appointed at the last ‘ 
Meeting be solicited to continue to exe- 
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cute all the powers with which they were 
then invested, and which they have so 
usefully employed. 

7. That the energetic and judicious ex. 
ertions of that Committee, who hare 
awakened with so much advantage a 
laudable spirit among Protestant Dissent. 
ers, and the friends to Religious Liberty, 
merit the highest approbation; and pre. 
sent an example for universal imitation, 
whenever the smallest infringement of the 
most extensive Toleration be hereafter at. 
tempted. 

8. That the thanks of this Meeting be 
presented to the Right Hon. Spencer Per- 
ceval, for the politeness with which he at- 
tended to the representations of their Com- 
mittee ; and to every Member of his Ma 
jesty’s Government, for withholding from 
the Bill their important support. 

9. That this Meeting cannot adequately 
praise the Right Honourable Earls Siav- 
hope and Grey, and Lords Holland and 
Erskine, for their manly and eloquent op- 
position to the principles and provisions of 
the Bill, and for their unanswerable de- 
fence of Religious Liberty—but that they 
be requested to accept of their warmest 
thanks. 

10. That his Grace the Duke of Nor 
folk, the Most Noble the Marquis of Laos 
downe, and the Right Honourable Barls 
Moira, Lauderdale, and Rosslyn, have, by 
their prompt and generous assistance, ¢* 
cited in this Meeting the most ardent gi 

titude. ie 

1}. That the Committee for penne 
the Privileges of the Methodists ei é 

connection of the late Reverend John\ ss 
ley, having essentially contributed oe 
important success by their concurren : 
forts and cheerful co-operation, have ! 
creased the esteem which this _— 
previously entertained, and have ae 
themselves to be sincere friends ' 
best interests of mankind. rfl 

12. That er TNE are alee bers 
to those Clergymen and other s bet 
of the Established Church, who DY Bill, 
strenuous opposition to the rejecie 
have evinced their unfeigned attac 
to the cause of Religious Liberty. ssbip- 
_ 13. That the attentions of ot a 
ful bo aan aoe Ge 
Bristol, the Members of se"™” 
porations, have made an indelible in 
sion on this Meeting, and are 
ee Mie _ mare happy 

14. That this —- Lnowled ges 


to renew their 
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i) Samuel Mills, Esq. the Chairman, for 
e liberality of principle and the pro- 
iety of conduct which he has manifested 
the present and on the former occasion. 
15. That the able, unwearied, and dis- 
terested exertions of Thomas Pellat, 
sy. and John Wilks, Esq. the Secretaries 
b the Committee, have procured for them 
e respect of this Meeting, and merit 
iniversal approbation. 

' 16. That these Resolutions be commu- 
icated to the Noblemen and Gentlemen 
p whom they relate, and that they be 
inted, advertised in the Newspapers, and 
rculated at the discretion of the Com- 
ittee; and that they be also requested 
collect and publish all the Proceedings 
hich have occurred, that a Record may 
main to gratify contemporaneous en- 
Muiry, and to excite and direct the efforts 

future generations. 
Samvue.t Mitts, Chairman. 





BULLION DEBATE. 
(Concluded from page 1312.) 


ocseceeceecssees HLe must resist, therefore, 
hy innovation upon the last, as one of the 
ree important links of society ; and he 
Was deeply impressed that on the event of 

is discussion depended the prosperity 
d the best interests of the British Em- 
Mr. Mawnino defended the conduct of 
e Directors of the Bank of England, and 
nied that the Bank had any interest dis- 
ict from that of the public. In speak- 
g¢ trom himself, which he had done in 
I that he had said upon this subject, and 
t as a person commissioned to state to 
at House the sentiments of the Bank, he 
s free to say that his situation as a Di- 
tor, derived to him no advantage what- 
er, save what flowed to him in the chan- 
l of the public interests. He was no 
rther a stockholder than as holding that 
rtion of stock which was necessary for 
m to qualify himself for his situation as 
ank Director, and he had no connection 
th the stocks but as a Bank Director. In 
ler to shew that the arguments which 

been resorted to, to prove the depre- 
ation of the paper currency, from the 
gh price of guineas, he stated there was 
Dutch gold coin, called the Ruyder, 
hich was worth fourteen guilders, but 
ich, by the laws of Holland, was not 
portable. It was well known that a 
e of bullion, of equal weight and fine- 
ss, would in Holland sell for 12 per 
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cent. more than the Ruyder, because the 
Ruyder was not exportable. He repeated 
his vindication of the Bank, and contended 
that their paper issue was not regulated 
with a view to the raising of any exces- 
sive or unreasonable profit. 

Mr. Husxtsson rose merely to make 
one or two observations upon what had 
fallen from the Right Honourable Baronet 
and the Hon. Gentleman who had just sat 
down. He apprehended that the Right 
Hon. Bart. had in his zeal for the paper 
cause let out considerably more than the 
advocates of paper could wish to have 
disclosed. He seemed not only to deny 
the evils of an excessive paper issue, but 
to hail it as another and most promising 
system of finance ; and that, as for the 
vulgar prejudices in favour of gold and 
silver, that they ought to be at once ex- 
ploded or left merely to those modern Mi- 
dasses who would ruin the country in the 
fury of their speculations; this glorious 
paper system was to rescue us from all 
the horrors of gold and silver which the 
Right Honourable Baronet had proved by 
a quotation from a French pamphlet must 
inevitably make ‘the poor miserable and 
the rich wicked and powerful.” With 
respect to the Dutch coin mentioned by 
the Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Baring) 
the Ruyder, he believed, was the oldest 
coin in Holland. It was certainly prohi- 
bited from exportation by one of those 
absurd laws which were allowed to con- 
tinue in many countries without one rea- 
son to warrant the continuance of their 
operation. But the instance put by the 
Honourable Gentleman, could not apply 
unless he was prepared to sfate that the 
Ruyder had not become deteriorated. It 
was certainly a very old coin; and the 
coin to which the Dutch directed their at- 
tention chiefly was the ducat, which was 
exportable, so that the probability was, 
that the Ruyder had become deteriorated 
—with regard to the $rd Resolution, he 
wished to know from the Right Hon. 
Gent. the meaning of the word ‘ equiva- 
lent’ m that resolation; was it the deno- 
minations were the same—of this there 
could be no question; was it that their 
intrinsic value was the same, or was it 
that they had the same exchangeable 
value? Are the two commodities inter- 
changeable? No; then ‘what was the 
meaning of “ equivalent ?”” standard was 
the measure of equivalency. If the Assay- 
master, the favourite witness, Mr. Neate, 


was called and asked as to this point, le 
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(Mr. Huskisson) should wish to put him 
two questions only ;—first, “ Are the dol- 
lars and the crown-pieces equivalent ?” 
and this he would certainly answer, no. 
The second question would be, “ By what 
process can you make them equivalent?” 
the only reply he could give to this, would 
be perhaps, a laugh—because the thing 
was impossible—they could not be made 
equivalent. It was absurd to talk of a 
standard when it could be traced only to 
a penal law. An equivalent in such a 
case could only be compared to the story 
of the Scholars, who complaining of the 
diminution of their commons, were de- 
sired to get a pair of magnifying glasses, 
through which to view their allowance. 
Such was the case with the dollars—Gen- 
tlemen had only to view them through a 
different medium, and they would per- 
ceive them to be larger one day than they 
had been the preceding. 

Mr. Mannine explained, that the Pro- 
clamation as to the rise in the value of 
dollars would put the Bank to a loss of 6d. 
upon every dollar then in circulation, 
amounting to several millions in number 
~—a sacrifice of no trifling amount, for the 
convenience of the public. The Bank 
was not desirous of continuing those is- 
sues; but, on the contrary, would be 
anxious to withdraw from them whenever 
the Executive Government found itself 
enabled to dispense with the Bank’s ser- 
vices. He regretted the resolution as to 
the rise in the dollars had not originated 
in»that House. ‘To the Bank it would 
prove a loss of 50,0001. er G0,000%. 

Mr. Huskisson explained. 

Mr. S. Tuornton stated, that within 
these twe days a banker had put into his 
hands 500 guineas in gold, requesting to 
have in exchange for them, from the Bank, 
tokens to the amount, at the rate of 5s. Gd. 
each; and a similar application had been 
made a few days before for an exchange 
as between guineas*and tokens, to the 
amount of $004 This was better than any 
reasoning as to their value could be sup- 
posed to be. 

Mr, Witserrorcs was. satisfied the 
effect of the present discussion would be 
gradually to lead to true and just princi- 
ples on the subject; and he was also satis- 

ed. that they would be found to be the 
best. friends to the country who advised, 
that even in a state of prosperity, the 
ne system should not be pushed too 
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was in such a fictitious state as to every oe 
nsi 


part of political economy, that she could 
not go on with a circulation adapted tg os 
legitimate purposes, At the Present, how. tp 
ever, such was the state of the Continen: wh 
and of our trade, that it was impossible T 
for us to bring back the precious metals * 
into circulation. To talk in this situatioy heida 
as a Right Honourable Gentleman (Hus. . 
kisson) had done, of the Theories of Locks i 
or Newton, was not more absurd than the on 
reasoning of an Honourable Gentlemay ets 
last night, who carried the House back tp bnog 
the days of Moses. 
Mr. Huskisson explained.—The Hous 
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| then divided, hey 
| For the Resolution .........s0000000 76 Be m 
| For the Amendment ............... 24 ee 
|} Majority in favour of the Resolu- — 26 
EE ee aE di 
Mr. Horner then proposed his severl dt 
Amendments to the Resolutions of Mr. - 


Vansittart, not with the view to any div 
cussion, but that they might be entered on 
the Journals. 

Mr.. Vansirrart denied the facts a 
serted in Mr. Horner’s Amendments. 

Mr. Horner was content that the mat 
ter should now rest on their counler 
assertions, which would thus appeat op 
posed to each other on the Journals. 

Mr. Horner’s Amendments to the seve 
ral Resolutions were then put and nege 
tived. 

Mr. Tierney proposed his Amendmeni 
as an addition tothe Sixteenth Resolutio; 
but this addition was also negatived. 

The whole of the Resolutions being pt 
were agreed to. 





ee ted 





OFFICIAL PAPERS. 
PortuGat.—THE War.—Downing. 
May 25th, 1811.—Dispatches Y “p 
the following ure copies, were this a : 
ceived at the Earl of Liverpool > bo 
addressed to his Lordship by bon 
General Lord Viscount Wellington, i f 
dated Villa Formosa, 81h and | 
May. 
Villa Formosa, May 8h, \8!) 
My Lord ;—The enemy’s en = 
consisting of the 2d, 6th, and Tbe 
and all the cavalry which could © 
lected in Castille and Leon, 5 . 
about nine hundred of the "C 
Guard, crossed the Agueda a ae 
Rodrigo en the 2d inst.—-Thé Se 
of the 9th corps had. been joed 





Mr. Baaine contended that the country 


regiments to which they be 
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her three corps, excepting a division 
nsisting of battalions belonging to regt- 
ents in the corps doing duty in Anda- 
usia, which division likewise formed 
rt of the army.—As my object in main- 
ining a position between the Coa and 


e Agueda, after the enemy had retired 
pm the former, was to blackade Al- 


feida, which place I had learnt, from 
ercepted letters and other information, 
as ill supplied with provisions for its gar- 
on, and asthe enemy were infinitely su- 
rior to us in cavalry, I did not give any 
position to their march, and they passed 
le Azava on that evening in theneighbour- 
bod of Espeja, Carpio, and Galligos.— 
hey continued their march on the 3d in 
morning towards the Duas Casas, in 
ee columns, two of them, consisting of 
2d and 8th corps, to the neighbour- 
dof Alameda and Fort Conception ; 
d the third consisting of the whole of 
e cavalry and the 6th, and that part of 
9th corps which had not already been 
afted into the other three.—The allied 
y had been cantoned along the river 
nas Casas, and on the sources of the 
wwava, the light division at Gallagos and 
Bpeja. This last fell back upon Fuentes 
t Honor, on the Duas Casas, with the 
itish cavalry, in proportion as the ene- 
y advanced, and the Ist, $d, and 7th 
visions wers collected at that place ; and 
6th division, under Major-General 
mpbell, observed the bridge at Ala- 
eda; and Major-General Sir William 
skine, with the 5th division, the pas- 
ges of the Duas Casas, at Fort Concep- 
n, and Aldea D’Obispo. _Brigadier- 
neral Pack’s brigade, with the Queen’s 
giment from the 6th division, kept the 
ockade of Almeida; and I had prevailed 
on Don Julian Sanchez to occupy Nave 
Aver with his corps of Spanish cavalry 

infantry.—The light division were 
ved in the evening to join General 
mpbell, upon finding that the enemy 
te in strength in that quarter; and 
y were brought back again to Fuentes 
B Honor on the morning of the 5th, 
Hen it was found that the 8th corps had 
ned the 6th on the enemy’s left.— 
ortly after the enemy had formed on 
> ground on the right of the Duas 
sas, on the afternoon of the 3d they 
tacked with a large force the village of 
entes de Honor, which was defended in 
most gallant manner by Lieutenant- 
lonel Williams, of the 5th battalion 
wt regiment, in command of the jight 
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infantry battalions belonging to Major- 
General Picton’s division, supported by 
the light infantry battalion m Major- 
General Nightingall’s brigade, commande 
ed by Major Dick of the 42d regi- 
ment, and the light infantry battalion in 
Major-General Howard’s brigade’ com- 
manded by Major M’ Donnell, of the 92d 
regiment, and the light infantry battalion 
of the King’s German legion, commanded 
by Major Ally, of the $d battalion of the 
line, and by the 2d battalion of the $3d 
regiment under Major Carr. These 
troops maintained their position; but 
having observed the repeated efforts 
which the enemy were making to obtain 
possession of the village, and being aware 
ofthe advantage which they would de- 
rive from the possession in their subse- 


| quent operations, I reinforced the village 


successively with the 71st regiment, under 
the Honourable Liegtenant-Colonel Cado- 
gan, and the 79th under Lieut.-Col. Came- 
ron, and the 24th regiment under Major 
Chamberlain. The former, at the head 
of the 71st regiment, charged the enemy, 
and drove them from the part of the vil- 
lage of which they had obtained a mo- 
mentary possession.—Nearly at this time 
Lieut.-Colonel Williams was unfortunately 
wounded, but I hope not dangerously, 
and the command devolved upon Lieut.- 
Colonel Cameron, of the 79th regiment. 
The contest continued till night, when 
our troops remained in possession of the 
whole.—i then withdrew the light in- 
fantry battalions and the 83d regiment, 
leaving the 71st and 79th regiments only 
in the village, and 2d battalion 24th regt- 
ment to support them.—On-the 4th the 
enemy reconnoitred the positions which 
we had occupied on the Duas Casas river, 
and daring that night they moved General 
Junot’s corps from Alameda to the left 
of the position occupied by the 6th corps, 
opposite to Fuentes de Honor.—From the 
course of the reconnoissance of the 4th, I 
had imagined the enemy would endea- 
vour to obtain possession of Fuentes de 
Honor, and of the ground occupied by the 
troops behind that village, by crossing 
the Duas Casas at Poya Velho, and in the 
evening I moved the 7th division, under 
Major-General Houstoun, to the right, in 
order if possible to protect that passage. 
On the morning of the 5th, the 8th corps 
appeared in two columns, with all the ca- 


|valry, on the opposite side of the valley 


of the Duas Casas-to Poya Velho; and as 
the 6th and 9th corps also. made & move- 
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ment to their left, the light division, which | troops upon this occasion was well con- port 
had been brought back from the néigh- | ducted, although under very critical cir ee the 
bourhood of Alameda, was sent with the | cumstances, by Major General Houston, Wor 
cavalry under Sir Stapleton Cotton to sup- | Brigadier General Craufurd, and Lieut. in th 
port Major General Houston, while the | nant General Sir Stapleton Cotton. The Dick 
istand 3rd divisions made a movement | 7th division was covered in its passage of the ¢ 
to their right along the ridge between the | the Turon by the light division under By. by! 
Turon and Duas Casas rivers, correspond- gadier General Craufurd, and this last, in in C 


ing to that of the 6th and 9th corps on 
the right of the Duas Casas.—The 8th 
corps attacked Major General Houston’s 
advanced guard, consisting of the 85th re- 
giment under Major M‘Intosh, and the 2d 
Portuguese cacadores under Lieut. Colonel 
Nixon, and obliged them to retire; and 
they retired in good order, although with 
some loss. The 8th corps being thus es- 
tablished in Poya Velho, the enemy’s ca- 
valry turned the right of the 7th division 
between Poya Velho and Nave D'Aver, 
from which last place Don Julian Sanchez 
had been obliged to retire; and the ca- 
valry charged.—The charge of the ad- 
vanced guard of the enemy’s cavalry was 
met by two or three squadrons of the dif- 
ferent regiments of British Dragoons, and 
the enemy were driven back, and Colonel 
La Motte, of the 13th Chasseurs, and some 
prisoners, taken. The main body were 
checked and obliged to retire by the fire 
of Major General Houstoun’s division ; 
and I particularly observed the Chasseurs 
Britanniques under Lieut. Col, Eustace as 
behaving in the most steady manner; and 
Major General Houstoun mentions in high 
terms the conduct of a detachment of the 
Duke of Brunswick’s light infaniry. Not- 
withstanding that this charge was re- 
pulsed, I determined to concentrate our 
force towards the left, and to move the 
7th and light divisions, and the cavalry 
from Poya Velho, towards Fuentes de 


Honor, and the other two divisions.—I | 


had occupied Poya Velho and that neigh- 
bourhood, in hopes that I should be able 
to maintain the communication across the 
Coa iby Sabugal, as well as provide for 
the blockade, which objects, it was now 
obvious, were incompatible with each 
other, and I therefore abandoned that 
which was the least important, and placed 
the light division in reserve, in the rear of 
the left of the Ist division, and the 7th di- 
vision On some commanding ground be- 
yond the Turon, which protected the right 
flank and rear of the 1st division, and co- 
vered our communication with the Coa, 
and prevented that of the enemy with Al- 
meida, by the roads between the Turon 
and that river.—The movement of the 


Cameron ; and these troops 





its march to join the Jst division, by the 
British cavairy.--Our position thus ey. 
tended on the high ground from the Turoy 
to the Duas Casas. The 7th division, on 
the left of the Turon, covered the rear of 
the right; the Ist division, in two lines, 
were on the right; Colonel Ashworth’s 
brigade, in two lines, in the centre ; and 
the 3rd division, in two lines, on the left, 
The light division and British cavalry in 
reserve, and the village of Fuentes de Ho. 
nor in front of the left. Don Julian’s in- 
fantry joined the 7th division in Freneda; 
and I sent him with his cavalry to endes 
vour to interrupt the enemy’s communi 
cation with Ciudad Rodrigo. The ene: 
my’s efforts on the right part of our posi- 
tion, after it was occupied as I liave above 
described, were confined to a cannonade, 
and to some charges with their cavalry 
upon the advanced posts.—The picquel 
of the ist division under Lieutenant Co 
lonel Hill of the $rd regiment of Guards 
repulsed one of these; but as they wert 
falling back, they did not see the direc 
tion of another in sufficient time to form 
to oppose it, and Lieutenant Colonel “ 
was taken prisoner, and many men a 
wounded and some taken, before a deta 
ment. of the British cavalry could rin 
up to their support.—The 2nd ome 
42nd regiment, under Lord Blantyre, 
repulsed a charge of the cavalry a: 
inst them.—They likewise atte™? 

to push a body of light infantry ~ : 
ravine of the Turon to the right of the 

“re . d by the ligt! 
division, which were repulsed Dy ail 
infantry of the Guards, under yee ash 
Guise, aided by five companies of t rue 
under Captain O’Hara.—Major oo 
Nightingall was wounded in the © poe 
the cannonade, but I hope not merece 
The enemy’s principal effort ao ‘ 
out this day again directed agains ore 
do Honor; and notwithstanding sides 
whole of the 6th corps ve artack tt 
periods of the day employe ett thes 
village, they could never g@ 


a tempo ‘on of it. Itwe": 


fended by the 24th, 71st, = baa 
ments, under. the comm ere SP 
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orted by the light infantry battalions in 
os che 3d Sicisious commanded by Major 
Siena ‘Woodgate; the light infantry battalions 
Lieute. in the 1st division, commanded by Major 
The Dick, Major Macdonald, and Major Aly ; 
age of the 6th Portuguese cagadores, commanded 
ler Bri. iby Major Pinto; by the light companies 
last, in ijn Colonel Champlemonde’s Portuguese 
by the brigade under Colonel Sutton ; and those 


n Colonel Ashworth’s Portuguese brigade 


iUS eX. . 
: Turon under Lieutenant-Colonel Pynn; and by 
ion, on the picquets of the 3d division, under the 


ommand of the Honourable Lieutenant- 
BColonel Trench. Lieutenant-Colonel Ca- 
neron was severely wounded in the after- 
noon, and the command in the village de- 
volved upon the Hon. Lieutenant-Colonel 
adogan—The troops in Fuentes de Honor 
ere besides supported, when pressed by 


rear of 
> lines, 
worth’s 
> and 
he left, 
alry in 


de Ho. 













































n’s it the enemy, by the 74th regiment under 
eneda; Major Russel Manners, and the 88th regi- 
ender ment under Lieutenant-Colonel Wallace, 
nmuni= belonging to Colonel Mackinnon’s bri- 
he ene: ade; and on one of these occasions the 
1 posi BSth, with the 7Ist and 79th, under the 
» above ommand of Colonel Mackinnon, charged 
ronade, le enemy, and drove them through the 
-avalry illage; and Colonel Mackinnon has re- 
icquels borted particularly the conduct of Lieute- 
ant Coe ant-Colonel Wallace, Brigade-Major 
Duards, Wilde, and Lieutenant and Adjutant 
y were ewart, of the 88th regiment.—The con- 
* direc: est again lasted in this quarter till night, 
0 form vhen our troops still held their post ; and 
vel Hill rom that time the enemy have made no 
. wae resh attempt on any part of our position. 
Jetacl The enemy manifested an intention to 
+ mote tack Major-General sir W. Erskine’s 
ttalion, ost at Aldeadel Bispo on the same morn- 
re, alo ng, with a part of the second corps, but 
iret e Major-General sent the second batta- 
mp! on of the Lusitanian Legion across the 
- ord of the Duas Casas, which obliged 
the Is em to retire.—In the course of last night 
ve light we enemy commenced to retire from their 
stenalt sition on the Duas Casas; and this 
ne 95th horning at day light the whole were in 
‘ene hotion. I cannot yet decide whether this 
urse hovement is preparatory to some fresh 
rely" tempt to raise the blockade of Almeida, 
roug is one of decided retreat; but I have 
2yentel very reason to hope, that they wil) not 
hat the icceed in the first, and that they will be 
feet bliged to have recourse to the last.—Their 
ck thi periority in cavalry is very great, owing 
ve thee the weak state of our horses from recent 
vas ot tigue and scarcity of forage; and the 
, reg ‘duction of numbers in the Portuguese 
*olont brigade of cavalry with this part of the 


“* Fey, in exchange for a British brigade 


MAY 29, 1811.—Oficial Papers, 





[1343 


sent into Estremadura with Marshal Sir 
Wm. Beresford, owing to the failure of 
the measures reported to have been adopt- 
ed to supply the horses and men with food 
on the service. The result of a general 
action brought on by an attack upon the 
enemy by us might, under ‘these circum- 
stances, have been doubtful; and if the 
enemy had chosen to avoid it, or if they 
had met it, they would have taken advan- 
tage of the collection of our troops to fight 
this action, to throw relief into Almeida.— 
From the great superiority of force to 
which we have been opposed upon this oc- 
casion, your Lordship will judge of the 
conduct of the officers and troops. The 
actions were partial, but very severe ; and 
our loss has been great. ‘he enemy’s 
loss has also been great: and they left four 
hundred killed in the village of Fuentes 
de Honor, and we have many prisoners.— 
I particularly request your Lordship’s at- 
tention to the conduct of Lieutenant-Co- 
lonel Williams, Lieutenant-Colonel Came- 
ron, and the Honourable: Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Cadogan, and to that of Colonel 
Mackinnon, and Lieutenant-Colonel Kelly, 
of the 24th regiment, and of the several 
officers commanding battalions of the line, 
and of light infantry, which supported the 
troops in Fuentes de Honor. Likewise to 
that of Major M‘Intosh, of the 85th regi- 
ment; of Lieutenant Colonel Nixon, of 
the 2d Cacadores; of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Eustace, of the Chasseurs Brittanniques ; 
and of Lord Blantyre.—Throughout these 
operations I have received the greatest as- 
sistance from Lieutenant-General Sir Brent 
Spencer, and all the General Officers of 
the Army; and from the Adjutant and 
Quarter-Master-General, an the officers 
of their several departments, and those of 
my personal staff.—From intelligence from 
Marshal Sir William Beresford, I learn 
that he has invested Badajoz, on the left of 
the Guadiana, and is moving there stores 
for the attack of the place.—I have the 
honour to inform you, thatthe intelligence 
has been confirmed, that Joseph Buona- 
parté passed Valladolid, on his way to 
Paris, on the 27th of April. It is not de- 
nied by the French Officers thathe is gone 
to Paris.—-I have the honour to be, &c.— 
(Signed) WELLINGTON. 


My Lord, Villa Formosa, May 10. 
The enemy retired on the 8th to the 
woods between Espeja Gallegos, and 
Fuentes de Honor, in which position the 
whole army were collected on that day 
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and yesterday, with the exception of that 
part of the second corps which continued 
opposite Alameda. Last night the wnole 
broke up, and retired across the Azava, 
covering their retreat with their numerous 
cavalry ; and this day the whole have re- 
tired across the Agueda, leaving Almeida 
to its fate—The second corps retired by 
the bridge of Barba del Pueno, and the 
ford of Val d’Espino, on the Agueda.— 
Our advanced posts are upon the Azava, 
and on the Lower Agueda; and the army 
will be to-morrow in the cantonments on 
the Duas Casas. I have, &c. 
(Signed) WELLINGTON. 


Return of killed, wounded, and missing, under 
the command of Lieutenant-General Lord 
Viscount Wellington, K. B. in the affair 
at Fuentos Onovos, on the evening of the 
‘Srd of May, 1811. 


Royal Horse Artillery—1 horse killed ; 
3 rank and file, wounded. 

14th Light Dragoons—1 rank and file, 
1 horse, killed; 1 rank and file, 1 horse, 
wounded ; } rank and file, 1 horse, missing. 

16th Light Dragoons—1 horse killed. 

ist Hussars, King’s German Legion— 
1 horse killed; 1 Captain, 4 rank and file, 
5 horses, wounded. 

2d. Batt. 5th Foot-—4 rank and file 
wounded. 

2d. Batt. 24th Foot—2 rank and file 
wounded. 

2d Batt. 42d Foot—1 rank and file kill- 
ed; 1 Captain, 1 serjeant, 5 rank and file 
wounded; 1 rank and file missing. 

ist Batt. 45th Foot—g2 rank and file 
missing. 

ist Batt. 50th Foot—1 Lieutenant, 1 
Ensign, 3 rank and file wounded. : 

5th Batt. 60th Foot—3 rank and file 
killed; 1 Lieutenant-colonel, 1 Lieute- 
nant, 9 rank and file, wounded ; 8 rank 
and file missing. 

Ist Batt. 71st Foot—1 Lieutenant, 1 
serjeant, 6 rank and file, killed; 1 Captain, 
2 Lieutenants, 1 Ensign, 1 Staff, 2 ser- 


jeants, 31 rank and file, wounded ; 6 rank. 


and file missing. 

74th Foot—1 rank and file killed; 9 
rank and file wounded. 

ist Batt. 79th Foot—1 Captain, 4 rank 
and file, killed; 1 Lieutenant, 1 Ensign, 
1 serjeant, 17 rank and file wounded; 1 
Captain, 1 Lieutenant, 1 Ensign, 1 ser- 
jeant, 2t rank and file missing. 
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2d Batt. 63d Foot—9 rank and file, 
wounded ; 3 rank and file Missing, 

Ist Batt. 38th Foot—z serjeants, 3 rank 
and file wounded. 

2d Batt. 88th Foot—6 rank and f 
wounded. 

Ist Batt. 92d Foot—1 Lieutenant, 9 
rank and file, wounded. 

94th Foot—Ii serjeant, 2 rank and file, 
wounded. 

3d Batt. 95th Foot—1 Lieutenant, 9 
rank and file, wounded. 

Ist Light Batt. King’s German Legion~ 
2 rank and file killed; 5 rank and file 
wounded. 

2d Batt. ditto—1 rank and file, killed; 
3 rank and file, wounded. 

Ist Batt. of the Line of ditto—1! serjeant, 
1 drummer, 2 rank and file, wounded. 

2d Ditto—4 rank and file, wounded. 

5th Ditto—1 serjeant, 3 rank and file, 
wounded. 

7th Ditto—1 serjeant, 2 rank and fie, 
wounded. 

Total British Loss—1 Captain, 1 Liev- 
tenant, | serjeant, 19 rank and file, and 4 
horses killed; 1 Lieutenant Colonel, 3 
Captains, 7 Lieutenants, 3 Ensigns, | Stall 
10 serjeants, 1 drummer, 145 rank and 
file, and six horses, wounded; 42 rank 
and file, and 1 horse, missing. — 

Total Portuguese Loss—1 sevjeant, and 
13 rank and file, killed; 1 Captain, § 
Liéutenants, 2 Ensigns, 1 Staff, | serjeanh 
and 25 rank and file, wounded ; 1 serjeatt’ 
and | rank and file, missing. 

(Signed) CaaRrLes STEWART, 
Major-Gen. and Adjut.-ber. 


Return of Officers killed, sounded, and _ 
ing of the Army under the Command 9 
Lieutenant-General Lord Viscount Wee 
lington, in the Affair of Fuenies or 
on the Evening of the 3rd of May, 13'', 

Killed. ae 
Ist Batt. 71st Foot Lieutenant Lowse® 
Ist Batt. 79th Foot—Captain Imlach. 
Wounded. : 
Ist Hussars, King’s German Legiol~ 
Captain Krauckenberg, slightly. 
bd Batt. 42d Foot—Captain M‘Donslé, 
severely. - 
Ist > vt 50th Foot—Lieutenant Rudkia 


t-Col 


le 


and Ensign Grant, slightly. 

5th Batt. 69th Foot—Lieutenan 
nel Williams, severely ; Lieutenant 
chastelette, slightly. 
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